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Introduction  
 
The JSA Code of Conduct applies to all JSA Sailors, Parents, Coaches and anyone present in support of a 
sailor or an event (“Support Person”) when attending JSA Sanctioned Events. It applies from the time 
one arrives at the event to the time of departure, and it applies to conduct both on and off the water. 
The Code is intended to prescribe appropriate behavior for every aspect of participation in a JSA event. 
It is not intended to establish a set of rules. 
 
Commitment 
 
I promise: 

• I will use my best efforts to learn and follow the Racing Rules of Sailing. 

• I will be honest, fair, courteous, respectful and a good sport, whether I am winning or losing. 

• I will treat competitors, coaches, regatta officials, parents, hosts and all others with respect, 
even if I believe that person is wrong. 

• I will comply with the reasonable requests of any regatta official, team coach and/or parent 
chaperone that may be associated with an event. 

• I will respect the rules and conditions of the regatta, the Host Club or sailing venue. 

• I will follow all regulations governing the operation of support craft. 

• I will not use another's property without permission, steal or damage another's property. 

• I will not hit, abuse, bully, make fun of or call anyone names. 

• I will not swear or curse. 

• I will not abuse my equipment in anger. 

• I will follow all safety procedures and instructions given by race officials, regatta hosts and other 
responsible adults. I will promptly notify a race official, coach or responsible adult if another 
person is in danger. 

• I will not engage in any conduct that endangers the health or safety of another competitor. 

• I will not use alcohol, tobacco, or any drugs that were not prescribed specifically for me. 

• I will respect the grounds of the sailing venue and the waters on which I sail, by being 
responsible for my items and disposing of my trash responsibly. 

• I will demonstrate “Corinthian Spirit”, meaning I will place good sportsmanship, fair play and 
respect for the rules above winning. 

 
Enforcement of the Code 
 
It is expected that a Sailor and his/her support group enters an Event understanding the Code. First and 
foremost, compliance with this Code is mandatory and, if words or actions result in a breach of the 
Code, the expectation is that the Sailor will report him or herself to the Organizing Authority. 
Alternatively, a breach of the Code may be reported by peers or others in attendance who have 
witnessed such an incident. 
 
Handling of Code Violations 
 
When necessary, enforcement may take the form of disciplinary action as outlined by the RRS, the US 
Sailing SafeSport Handbook, and the US Sailing Regulations and Bylaws. 
 



If an incident is brought to the attention of the Organizing Authority, Event Host and/or the Protest 
Committee alleging that a competitor has violated this Code, the Protest Committee shall notify the 
competitor and conduct a hearing that meets the requirements of Part 5, Section B of the RRS. Under 
such circumstances, the competitor has the right to voluntarily withdraw from the event rather than 
proceeding with a hearing.  
 
If the Protest Committee decides that the competitor has violated the Code and is not exonerated, it 
may: 
 

a) remove some or all of the competitor’s event privileges or benefits, 
b) disqualify the competitor’s boat from the race or races sailed nearest in time to that of the 

incident, or 
c) disqualify the competitor’s boat from all races in the event and exclude the competitor from the 

event or venue.  
 
Further action may be determined by the Protest Committee if warranted including considering calling a 
hearing under RRS 69.2(b) or remanding it to the US Sailing Review Board or SafeSport. 
 
Under such circumstances, the Host Club Event Chair shall take disciplinary action within 48 hours and 
shall notify the Chair of the JSA regarding the action. 
 
Scoring 
 
When a competitor withdraws from part of an event pursuant to the Code, the scores of all completed 
races shall stand for the purposes of determining the seeding of subsequent rounds or stages in the 
event. However, that competitor’s boat/team will no longer be eligible to compete in the event, shall be 
removed from the final event scores, and each boat/team with a worse finishing place in the event shall 
be moved up one place. The same scoring applies if a boat is disqualified from the remaining races in an 
event. 
 
Parents, Coaches & Support Persons 
 
Parents, Coaches and Support Persons are expected to adhere to the Code and the Commitments listed 
above. It is expected that any violation of the Code and/or Commitments will be reported to the 
Organizing Authority, Event Host and/or Protest Committee and will be addressed as outlined under 
“Handling of Code Violations” above.  
 
The actions that a Protest Committee may carry out for Support Person misconduct are defined in RRS 
64.4. They include: 
 

a) issue a warning; 
b) exclude the person from the event or venue or remove any privileges or benefits, or 
c) take any other action within its jurisdiction as provided by the rules. 

 
The protest committee may also penalize a competitor for the breach of a rule by a support person by 
changing the boat’s score in a single race, up to and including DSQ, when the protest committee decides 
that: 

a) the competitor may have gained a competitive advantage as the result of the breach by the 
support person, or 

b) that the Parent, Coach or Support Person has committed a further breach after the competitor 
has been warned by the protest committee that a penalty may be imposed. 

 


